
WE LISTEN TO THE NEWS, witness life around us, 
and sometimes wonder if God really is good. Natural 
disasters—floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, fires; man’s 
hatred toward man—wars, rumours of wars, street 
gangs; personal disasters—illness, addictions, death, 
divorce—and the list goes on and on, causing us to 
question the goodness of God. 

Think of God’s goodness to you. It is so easy to see 
the negative; to wonder about God’s goodness. But 
look and see God’s goodness all around. In the midst 
of sickness, in the midst of tragedy, in the midst of 
heartache, in the midst of joyous, happy occasions and 
celebrations, God is present; He surrounds us with His 
goodness. See Romans 8:35-39.

Read Psalm 23 and Psalm 121. From these two 
psalms, what assurance do we receive from God, 
Himself, that He indeed is good? 

Read Genesis 1, the recounting of God’s creation. 
Think of this chapter in regard to the meaning of the 
First Article of the Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that 
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 
members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes 
care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food 
and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 
animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me 
with all that |I need to support this body and life. He 
defends me against all danger and guards and protects 
me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.

GOD IS GOOD
by Anne Taylor

Why is God’s goodness, as shown in His creation, 
so beneficial to us still today? See as well, Acts 14:17; 
Matthew 5:45.

How is God’s goodness revealed to us in times of 
discouragement, despair, heartache? See Psalm 46; 
Isaiah 40:28-31; John 1:4-5; Hebrews 13:5-6.

Read John 2:1-11. What is the need in these 
verses? 

Running out of wine at the wedding feast would 
have been a great embarrassment for the bridal party; 
a social blunder that would not have been easily 
forgotten. How did Jesus meet the need, sparing the 
family from gossip and ridicule? 

See Philippians 4:19. What does Paul tell us about 
God’s goodness? What does James tell us in James 
1:17?

Read Mark 2:14-17. Matthew/Levi is a Jew, a 
tax collector for the Roman government, hated and 
despised by his own people. Jesus doesn’t see Matthew, 
the tax collector; He sees a man He can use to serve 
Him. How does Matthew respond to Jesus’ goodness 
and mercy shown to him? According to Jewish 
standards, showing up at Matthew’s house was not 
a socially acceptable thing for Jesus to do, but how is 
God’s goodness, grace and mercy different from that of 
society? Think also about Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).
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Read John 19:26-27. Jesus is dying on the cross; 
He is in great pain and anguish as He bears the sins of 
the whole world. Yet in His last minutes of life, how is 
His goodness revealed to His mother? 

How is God’s goodness revealed to Thomas, who 
expressed great doubts concerning Jesus’ resurrection? 
See John 20:24-29. 

How is God’s goodness revealed to all mankind? 
See John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:4-6; 2 Peter 3:9. 

Review the meaning of the second and third 
articles of the creed in our catechism in relation to 
God’s goodness to us.

As long as earth remains, there will be trials and 
tribulations, but of what can we be sure? Psalm 31:19-
20; Psalm 86:5; Nahum 1:7; Zechariah 9:14-17; 
Habukkuk 3:17-19; John 6:33; John 14:1-7; Acts 
1:6-11.  

Oh give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good;
for His steadfast love
endures forever.
  (1 Chronicles 16:34)
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SECOND ARTICLE OF THE CREED: Redemption
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of 
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of 
the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, 
a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteous-
ness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true.

 THIRD ARTICLE OF THE CREED - Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength 
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlight-
ened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian Church 
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly 
forgives all my sins and thesins of all believers. On 
the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and 
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This 
is most certainly true.
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